
Moko Jumbies



In this lesson, students will learn about

the origins of carnival, local Cayman

Islands mas traditions and how

carnival productions come together.

 

Art activities follow for a practical

application.

 

In This Packet



What Is Carnival?

Learn more about Carnival in the Caribbean at the following

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWUtZz5_nsc



Local Traditions

In 2016, a new carnival was formed in Cayman called CayMAS. CayMAS is

compromised of a number of member bands including Swanky International,

Chicken Run and Kalabra. These groups came together with the intention of

promoting carnival in the Cayman Islands to the world. Since their first event,

CayMas has typically taken place during the third weekend in May. 



Putting It All Together



What theme will your band have?

Why did you choose this theme?

Will you have only one costume, or many different

costumes?

What colours will you use in the costumes? 

What kind of music will you play?

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: My Mas Band
Create your own Mas Band! Answer the following

questions with more details about what your band would

be like.

Draw a small sketch of what one of your costumes might

look like.



Local Art and Carnival: 

Al Ebanks

Among Friends depicts the Carnival band 'Mudders', of

which Ebanks and his friends were members. Batabano

and Carnival are frequent themes in his work, and he has

completed several paintings inspired by the music, dance

and flowing colours of various carnival troupes.

 

Al Ebanks, Among Friends, 1999.



Local Art and Carnival: 

Chris Mann

Carnival Dancer  depicts the exuberance of its subject

through swirling patterns of daubed paint that are

suggestive of the rhythmic movement of its dancing

protagonists. The two stylised figures are portrayed in

swaying motion, with the yellow form of a blazing sun

pictured overhead. 

 

Chris Mann, Carnival Dancer, 1996.



Local Art and Carnival: 

Shane 'Dready' Aquart

Moko Jumbies started with a quote from Trinidadian designer Peter

Minshall about his costume The Dying Swan, which he created for

2016 carnival. He wrote, "I had seen 'Moko Jumbies' all my life, but one

day, suddenly, I thought 'my god he's a ballerina on toes...' This is not a

costume, this is Mas." This work by Aquart illustrates the connecting

threads and histories in carnival practices. In these revellers we see the

wide shared history of the Caribbean and the blending of European

and African cultures across the region. Learn more about Moko

Jumbies here: http://www.ncctt.org/new/index.php/about-

ncc/departments/regional/trad-carnival-characters/337-traditional-

mas-characters-moko-jumbie.html

Shane 'Dready' Aquart, Moko Jumbies, 2016.



Draw the outline for a carnival mask on a piece of card or paper.

Card works best as it is heavier. You can use the outline provided

on the next page, or design your own mask shape.

 

Cut out the mask and decorate it with the below options (or

anything else you have at home that you would like to use). You

can also use combinations of these materials - many carnival

costumes use glitter, feathers and beads! 

 

1.  Dry rice and beans

2. Crayons or paint

3. Paper or cloth

4. Beads/sequins

5. Feathers

 

If you choose to use paint, be sure not to put it on too thickly as it

will weigh down your paper. Make sure glue and paint dry before

going onto your next layer of decoration.

 

When you are done decorating, let the mask completely dry. You

can leave your mask as is. Or, if you want to wear it, punch a hole at

the centre of either side of the mask. Thread one end of your string

through and tie it in a thick knot to keep it securely in place. Do the

same on the other side. 

Art Activity: Make Your Own Mask

Glue

Pencil

Eraser 

Crayons/coloured pencils

Paint (optional)

Paper/card stock

Hole punch

String

Stapler

Materials:






