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Our Mission… 
 The National Gallery of the Cayman Islands serves to promote 

the appreciation and practice of the visual arts, of and in the 
Cayman Islands and to encourage dialogue relating to cultural 
heritage, national identity, Caymanian history and the history 
of art.  

  
 This mandate is achieved through a variety of activities that 

aim to reach all members of the Cayman Islands community 
and the visiting public: outreach programmes, educational 
programmes, exhibitions, youth programmes, events, 
workshops, teacher training, school collaborations, art 
collections and educational lectures.  

  
 Through these programmes and collections the NGCI 

encourages a rich exploration of culture and self, while 
building self esteem and fostering creativity amongst all 
participants.  
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Programmes and Events 

Since our inauguration in 1996, the National Gallery exhibition 
and programme schedule has grown exponentially. We offer: 
 

8 local and international exhibitions each year 
 2500 + visitors per exhibition 
 12 weekly education programmes 
Weekly guided school tours with cross curricular follow-up 
activities 
 8 weekly outreach community programmes 
 Monthly workshops, lectures & film club 
6 major annual community festivals  
Annual and shorter internships 
A full schedule in the Sister Islands 
The largest specialised arts and cultural library in Cayman
      

      and much more! 
 



Bridging the Past and the Present…. 

 

 

 
 
 

The primary teaching focus of the National Gallery lies in the 
interpretation of our contemporary cultural experience, 

specifically relating to the visual arts. Recently however we 
have been exploring ways to ‘bridge the gap’ between our 
traditional craft heritage and our contemporary cultural 

production.  

 

 





Exhibition concept and background 
  

 Renowned cultural theorist Stuart Hall argues that the 
development of a national culture is both an ongoing process and 
one rooted in tradition, a matter of becoming as well as being, a 
retelling of the past within the contemporary context as it were. 

 

 Each of the works in our 21st Century Cayman exhibition 
attempted to address this concept by revisiting our heritage 
within a contemporary context. Sharing skills, and ideas, while 
experimenting with newer, readily available materials we hoped 
to inspire the continuation of our traditional heritage in a way 
that was accessible and relevant to our younger generation. 



  
 “In 21st Century Cayman we challenged our traditional crafters and contemporary artists 

to re-imagine our heritage craft within a contemporary context. Working in pairs, they 
exchanged ideas, shared time honoured skills and explored new materials to create a 
fresh new vision that is both past and present Cayman.”  

      Natalie Urquhart - Curator 

    

Curatorial Mission 



Project Objects 
 
 This project focused on the process as much as the final works 

for the exhibition. Our aim was: 
 
 Skill transferral – traditional weaving and carving techniques 

passed on to contemporary artists through a three month 
apprentice programme 

 A mutual ‘re-imagining’ of these skills to create new forms of 
artistic expression  

 The sharing of skills with school children in exciting and 
accessible ways and using new contemporary materials 

 Increasing the scope and commercial viability of the craft 
industry 

 (start video…) 
 



Traditional techniques, new subjects 
 



Catboat sails as canvas 



New materials 





Adult Education Programme 
 

 Screenings: 
 Film maker Aston Ebanks airs 21st Century Cayman and discusses the making of his documentary. 

 

 Lectures: 
 Curator Natalie Urquhart will lead an informal tour of the new exhibition and discuss the history of 

traditional craft and contemporary art in Cayman 
  ‘The History of Catboats’, a lecture by the Cayman Catboat Club.  
 Lunchtime lecture: National Gallery curators will lead a, discussing various aspects of the artists’ work.  
 Art Forum: Panel Discussion surrounding the exhibitions concept – heritage and cultural development in 

21st Century Cayman.  
 

 Events: 
 Waurie Tournament: mediated by Wray Banker and Deals Ebanks of the Cayman Islands Traditional Arts 

Council.  
 

 Workshops: 
 Gig Carving Workshop with Deal Ebanks.  
 Family Mornings at the National Gallery. Bring your family and enjoy of art activities related to the current 

exhibition. 
 Traditional crafters Miss Lizzie Powell, Miss Rosemay Ebanks and Miss Marlena Anglin will demonstrate the 

art of thatch craft. 





 



 

The aim of the extensive school programme was to provide 
students with: 

 A clear understanding of the historical use of each craft form  

 Hands on instruction of weaving  

   and carving techniques 

 An appreciation of new, sustainable  

 materials 

 Fun, educational activities that would  

    instill a life long passion for Caymanian  

    heritage craft 

School Programme 



Guided School Tours 
  



 
The comprehensive teachers guide included a series of cross-curricular lessons and 
activities designed to be incorporated into the existing curriculum. These included: 
 
 Glossary of exhibition terms (def of globalization, heritage etc) and related questions 
 Word searchs 
 History and uses of artifacts with trivia questions 
 ‘Compare and contrast’ activities encouraging students  
     to consider differences between the past and present  
 Art activities 
 Thatching activities 

    and more! 
 

 
 
 

  

Follow-up Classroom activities 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_bQsYBGKxf5Y/SaCYcHT1m6I/AAAAAAAAK_Y/Eyye0ciFzfQ/s400/DSCF9036-1.JPG&imgrefurl=http://tenkidsandadog.blogspot.com/2009_02_01_archive.html&usg=__tfvYcjT8vxTuoJoSht8iYp-vrQE=&h=321&w=400&sz=35&hl=en&start=35&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=krX6sVJOzSj2YM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=homemade+spinning+top&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4ADBF_enKY304KY305&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1


 
 

 

First the game was explained and the templates for creating a board 
and instructions for playing were provided: 
 
(Def) Waurie is a game played in the Cayman Islands. Legend has it that the game was introduced to 
Grand Cayman by the pirate Black Beard after one of his voyages to Africa. The game uses a 
board of 12 holes called “bowls” and two stores at both ends called “mancalas”.  At the start there 
are four seeds or nuts in each hole and each player claims one of the mancalas and the 6 bowls to 
the right of her mancala.  On each turn, a player distributes the contents of one of her holes, one 
by seed is dropped into the player’s own mancala, she gets to move again. The turn is over if the 
last seed falls into a bowl or the opponent’s mancala.  The game ends when all bowls of a player 
are empty.  The player who has no seeds left in her bowls is the winner. 
 
 
 
 
Nicker Seeds are the seeds of the gray “nickernut” shrub (Caesalpinia bonduc)  
and are maybe the most popular gaming counters used to play Waurie. The seeds  
Are found usually in pairs, on pods protected by thorns.  

EXAMPLE ONE:  WAURIE WARRIORS ACTIVITY 

http://wikimanqala.org/wiki/Seed


 
 
 
 
 
 

 Information was provided on the 
history of catboats along with 
archival images and then…… 

  Create Your Own Catboat 
Sail! 

   To create your own catboat sail painting 

in the same style as Randy Cholette’s 
“The Kings of Satura,” in pencil, sketch 
out a rough drawing of the image you 
would like to depict on a bright piece of 
construction paper. Overtop of your 
drawing divide up your image into 
sections by drawing curving lines that go 
from one edge of your paper, right 
through your drawing to another edge. 
Go over each of your pencil lines with 
white glue then let the glue dry.……… 

EXAMPLE TWO:  CATBOAT CREATIONS ACTIVITY  
 



EXAMPLE THREE: WEAVING ACTIVITY 

 

Weaving a Thatch Wristband 
Full instructions with diagrams were provided 

along with a variety of new styles and shapes to  

try out. 

 

 



Craft demonstrations 



 

Students had the chance to learn from 
traditional artists first hand 



Teacher Feedback 
 
  
   “During the Spring and Summer term, year two students from Cayman Prep and 

High School have been looking at what influences artists and their personal 
representation of ideas through a piece of work; we discussed uses of technique, 
colour and content.   
  
To assist our children in this we visited the National Gallery in March 2010 to 
specifically see some local Caymanian artist's work which was being displayed in the 
'21st Century' exhibition.   
  
We were treated to an invaluable curator's explanation of the art works and 
understood that the artists had been briefed to make artwork that tied Past 
and Present Cayman which helped the student's understand the 
particular influence of these works.  The children were delighted to hear about 
the history behind the works and to see such a variety of techniques used to create 
pieces. ”  

      Lorien Neale, Cayman Prep School 



 

Back in the classroom students 
created their catboat ‘art’ 



 



 
 Development of the Teachers Guide and activity pack into school book 

on arts and crafts in Cayman 
 Take a Look programme (art history for students) using exhibition 

images  
 Creation of a permanent ‘on demand’ craft workshop series at the 

National Gallery  
 Continuation of apprenticeship opportunities for artist and younger 

students 
 Increased access to, and awareness of, heritage craft industries within 

school system 
 Revitalization of craft industry – new styles and materials with 

traditional techniques  
 New partnership opportunities for artists and traditional artisans 
 Platform for continuing dialogue within the arts community 
 
 

 

Exhibition Outcomes 


