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Excerpts from an interview by Bob Dotson of NBC’s Today Show with Michael 
Cunningham, art historian and former curator at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(November 16, 2006)

“It seems to me what Seth is doing is a variety of subject matter… exploring the possibilities 
of transforming an image into his own language, which I feel is primarily as a colorist.  
He has an extraordinary rigor in looking in, trying to configure a world that he owns and 
translate into another reality for himself.  But which bears resemblance to what we call 
reality to our world.”

“… What I love about Seth’s work is he’s out there just zooming along, or pulling back 
every once in awhile to be quietly plunging some motifs or features or contours or designs 
that help him construct what’s in his mind-- what’s in his eye.  And for me it’s just visually 
stimulating. Very visually stimulating.”

“… Seth has been working with color.  Not just a single color but the layering of colors to 
try and discover how the richness, the dampness, the quiet, the volume can excite one’s 
eye independent of form….. He has a self critical, self questioning process in making 
color work on top of, next to, in relation to other colors that I think is just transformative 
when it’s really on.”

“Seth is wonderfully adaptable and open.  He has no lack of interest in…. what might 
be appropriate for subject matter. … And he can take anything from frogs to faces to 
sunsets to northern lights and he gets turned on in an authentic way. That’s freedom. 
That’s wonderful.”

“It’s a stunning example of someone who has pathways of communicating with us-- 
sharing with us that are not again-- traditional. And they also challenge us in ways that 
release our own thoughts about how we think, how we judge.  Words, subject matter, 
people, material, texture you know, he’s the real deal in that way.  And it’s so unbridled 
which is what I like, you know, so natural…. There’s no end to it, is there really?  Seth’s 
a wonderful example of how we can renew ourselves with a little zing every once in a 
while…. Seth is very much a wonderful work in process.”

“My greatest thrill would be to take a few of his pieces without any labels on them to a 
museum.  It’s guaranteed he would get as strong a reaction as a lot of the stuff there.  I 
think if you put something like this up at… the Metropolitan, I’ll bet you get a reaction that 
might surprise you.  It’s strong…. I just would like it to continue.”
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